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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The CCIC annual report for 2014 reflects the con-
nuing na onal and interna onal outreach of the 

CCIC with respect to our core pillars of research 
and educa on. There is no doubt that the CCIC is 
emerging as a major player in the evolving global 
a tudes towards medical uses of cannabis and 
cannabinoids with a significant presence on the 
interna onal and na onal levels. We con nue to 
expand and implement research support efforts 
with student summer and travel awards to encour-
age Canadian trainees in a wide range of canna-
binoid research labs and programs. Our member-
ship con nues to increase and members con nue 
to use CCIC resources for educa onal materials 
and collabora on.  

Of course none of this is possible without the tremendous work of our small but 
dedicated staff of Linda Ferguson and Daniel Ziemianski, and we welcome the 
new perspec ves and ideas of our business consultant Volker Lauterbach. This 
team has consistently demonstrated our focus on excellence in program develop-
ment and project planning and they deserve our sincere apprecia on and thanks. 

We must also recognize the financial support of our partners and sponsors who 
con nue to see the value in our posi on as a leading voice of balance and scien-
fic enquiry in a field that is dominated by special interests and important per-

spec ves. Without this support and mutual respect, the CCIC would be unable to 
con nue the work we began in 2007 as a non-profit organiza on, and we con n-
ue to strive to find ethical, innova ve and responsible ways to engage all our 



The CCIC is at an interes ng crossroads in science and policy, and there is a great 
deal of work to do to not only react to changing a tudes and opinions, but also 
to help shape those posi ons to ensure that the health and safety of pa ents and 
the public is protected. We can never forget that while cannabis and canna-
binoids con nue to evolve as sources of novel therapeu cs, the risk of abuse of 
herbal cannabis remains a concern par cularly among the youth. We take the 
responsibility of providing balanced and scien fically based opinions very seri-
ously, and we welcome the constant reminders of our colleagues in the sub-
stance abuse community very seriously. The messages of cannabinoid harms and 
benefits deserve equal considera on, and we can in no way condone one with-
out the other. We must remain vigilant to our responsibili es to assist health 
care professionals and their pa ents in making informed and ra onal decisions; 
lives are at stake, and our youth are suscep ble to interpre ng changing a -
tudes that could lead to health consequences that are far-reaching and preventa-
ble.  

This annual report presents an overall picture of our 2014 ini a ves.  We are 
proud of our accomplishments and look forward to further eleva ng cannabinoid 
research and educa on in the years to come.  

Dr. Mark A. Ware 



 

In June 2007 the CCIC became a federally incorporated non-profit 

organiza on to con nue to further our understanding of canna-

binoids. The need for educa onal ini a ves has also become clear 

and the CCIC aims also to provide a credible source of informa on 

on cannabinoids for the public and health care prac oners. 

 

The purpose of the 
Canadian Consortium 
for the Investigation 
of  Cannabinoids 
(CCIC) is to promote 
evidence-based re-
search and education 
concerning the endo-
cannabinoid system 
and therapeutic ap-
plications of endocan-
nabinoid and canna-
binoid agents. 

THE CONSORTIUM 

The CCIC first came together in the 

spring of 2000 as a result of ini al fund-

ing from the CIHR under the leadership 

of Dr. Mary Lynch. Since that me the 

CCIC has grown to include basic science 

and clinical researchers and other 

health care prac oners. The CCIC has 

been consulted for Senate commi ee 

reports and regulatory guidelines for 

medical marijuana, and CCIC members 

have conducted and published research 

on cannabinoids. 
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MEMBERS 

The CCIC is a federally registered not-for-profit membership based organiza on.  Involve-

ment with the CCIC is divided into two categories; Members and Supporters.  Members have 

vo ng rights and strict qualifica on criteria.  As of 2014 there were 167 ra fied Members of 

the CCIC.  A  summary of the demographic  informa on of CCIC Members up to, and includ-

ing 2014, is presented below: 
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SUPPORTERS 
Supporters are sub-divided into 

Associates, and Observers.  Sup-

porters criteria are more widely 

accessible and enable individu-

als to have access to CCIC infor-

ma on and resources.    As of 

2014 there were 173 Associates 

and 216 Observers.  A  summary 

of the demographic  informa on 

of CCIC Supporters is described: 
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OUTREACH 

Conference Outreach 

The CCIC con nued its involvement at the  

World Congress on Pain, October 6-11, 

2014 Buenos Aires, Argen na, La Rural 

Conven on Centre.  In 2014 the CCIC par-

cipated with an informa onal and educa-

onal booth at the WCP.    

The WCP is the biannual mee ng of the 

Interna onal Associa on for the Study of 

Pain (IASP).  The World Congress on Pain is 

the premier conference devoted to pain 

research and treatment featuring the 

world’s top researchers and clinicians.  

Online Outreach 

The CCIC con nues grow as a trusted source of online informa on about can-

nabinoids.  In 2014 ccic.net was visited over 80,000 mes by over 50,000 

unique visitors.  Beyond www.ccic.net as our online hub, we are ac vely en-

gaged online through twi er, iTunes, and YouTube.   

CCICannabinoids: 187 subscribers and 27 748 views 

ccictweeter: 1088 followers  

The CCIC Podcast: 5 episodes, listened to over 3200 mes 



CCIC—UCSF CME in Albuquerque, NM 

This one day accredited program presented a balanced 

and expert overview on the clinical use of cannabis to 

an engaged audience of health care prac oners.   

This event featured renowned interna onal, na onal 

and local experts presen ng on: Cannabis and the En-

docannabinoid System, The provider’s role in the New 

Mexico Medical Cannabis Program, Cancer Care, 

Chronic Pain, Neurologic Illness, Lung Disease, Behav-

ioral and Psychological Effects , and concluded with an 

exci ng and interac ve session about Learning From 

Pa ents and Their Stories.  

This program was jointly provided by the CCIC and Uni-

versity of California, San Francisco School of Medicine. 

We would like thank the program faculty:  

Donald I. Abrams, MD;  

Ken Groggel, Program Manager, NM DOH;   

Barbara Koppel, MD;  

Ar  Prasad, MD, FACP;  

Michelle Sexton, ND;  

Donald P. Tashkin, MD;  

Mark A. Ware, MD. 

 

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 



EDUCATION AND EVENTS 

Cannabinoids in Clinical Practice: Toronto 2014 

The CCIC organized the Cannabinoids in Clinical Prac ce: Naviga ng a  New Landscape 

conference.  This full day event was held March 28, 2014 at the Eaton Chelsea Hotel, 

Toronto, Ontario.   

This event presented prac cal evidence-based educa on on cannabinoids in clinical 

prac ce.  Par cipants benefited from presenta ons by renowned experts in a full-day 

event to them to navigate the new landscape for the clinical use of cannabinoids.  

210 par cipants from across Canada a ended this sold out event.   

 



We would like to thank: 

The event steering commi ee:  Dr. Bernard Le Foll (Chair); Dr. Mark Ware (Co-

Chair); Dr. Lynda Balneaves, Dr. Ruth Dubin, and Dr. Mary Lynch.  

The faculty: Dr. Lynda Balneaves, Todd Cain, Health Canada, Dr. Sharon Cirone, 

Dr. A. John Clark, Dr. Paul Daeninck, Dr. Ma hew Hill, Dr. Colleen O’Connell, Dr. 

Jonathan Page, Dr. Ruth Ross, Dr. Mark Ware. 

This con nuing educa on event was held under the auspices of Con nuing Profession-

al Development, Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto and the Canadian Consor-

um for the Inves ga on of Cannabinoids.  

This fully accredited event included the following sessions: 

 Introduc on to cannabis, cannabinoids and the endocannabinoid system 

 Clinical Considera ons for Cannabinoid Therapies 

 Health Canada’s Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regula ons 

 Cannabinoids and Pain 

 Cannabinoids and Mental Health 

 Talking to Pa ents about Cannabis for Therapeu c Purposes 

 Spas city Management and the Role of Cannabinoids 

 Cannabinoids and Cancer Therapy 

 Harm Reduc on Principles in Prescribing Medical Cannabis 

 

Par cipants also benefited from the Exhibit Hall featuring eight booths from na onal 



FUNDING AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Cairns, Elizabeth, PhD Candidate, Dalhousie University 

Elizabeth’s research focuses on mechanisms underlying cell death and vision loss in 

glaucoma, a blinding eye disease that involves death of re nal ganglion cells (RGCs) 

in the re na. She is currently inves ga ng cannabinoid receptor 1 (CB1) modula on 

of TNFα, a cytokine implicated in RGC apoptosis and glaucoma pathology. Ac va on 

of CB1 receptors has recently been reported to decrease TNFα upregula on in an in 

vitro CNS cell model. Elizabeth is tes ng whether ac va on of CB1 receptors in the 

re na in in vivo experimental glaucoma models can decrease TNFα and reduce RGC 

apoptosis. Work completed this summer will evaluate the hypothesis that TNFα-

mediated RGC death in an OH model may be a enuated by CB1 ac va on using a 

posi ve allosteric modulator.  Results from this study will help to understand mecha-

nism of RGC death in glaucoma and iden fy novel therapeu c targets to prevent 

RGC loss in glaucoma. 

Scullion, Kathleen, PhD Candidate, University of Calgary  

Kathleen is inves ga ng the effects of endocannabinoids and stress on behaviour 

and the expression of forelimb motor maps.  Understanding how endocannabinoids 

interact with the stress response in rela on to forelimb motor map expression and 

skilled motor behaviour will allow us to increase our understanding of how stress 

affects the motor system.  Outcomes of this inves ga on could lead to a possible 

therapeu c target for treatment aimed at decreasing pathological stress and anxiety 

affec ng motor func on. 

Research Support Awards ($4000 each) 



Bagher, Amina, PhD Student, Dalhousie University to present the poster “Influence Of The 
Dopamine Receptor Type 2 (D2) Antagonist On The Cannabinoid Receptor Type 1 (Cb1) Func-

on “ at ICRS 2014 in Baveno, Italy. 
 

Bashasha , Mohammad, Post-Doc, University of Calgary  to present the poster “Alpha/
Beta Hydrolase Domain 6 (ABHD6), A Novel Endocannabinoid Hydroly c Enzyme, Regulates 
Contrac lity In The Mouse Intes ne “ at Diges ve Disease Week 2014 in Chicago, USA. 
 

Cusulin, Jaclyn, Post-Doc, Friedrich Miescher Ins tute for Biomedical Research / Uni-
versity of Calgary for the oral presenta on “Stressor Salience Gates Endocannabinoid Signal-
ing At Hypothalamic Synapse “ at the Interna onal Congress of Neuroendocrinology 2014 in 
Sydney, Austraila. 
 

Turco e, Caroline, PhD Student, Universite Laval, to present the posters “Prostaglandin 
D2-Glycerol And E2-Glycerol Inhibit Human Neutrophil Func ons” and “Expression Of Enzymes 
Involved In Endocannabinoid Metabolism By Human Leukocytes”  at ICRS 2014 in Baveno, Ita-
ly. 
 

Vecchiarelli, Haley, MSc Student, University of Calgary, to present the poster “Coli s Al-
ters Central Endocannabinoid Content “ at ICRS 2014 in Baveno, Italy.  
 

Wills, Kiri, PhD Candidate, University of Guelph, to present the poster “Delivery Of The 
CB1 Antagonist, AM251, Bilaterally To The Central Nucleus Of The Amygdala And Its Effects On 
Morphine Withdrawal “ at ICRS 2014 in Baveno, Italy. 
 

Zunder, Jordan, MSc Student, University of Western Ontario, to present the poster 
"Dissocia ng The Psychoac ve Effects Of Dis nct Marijuana Compounds In The Mesocor co-
limbic Circuitry“ at ICRS 2014 in Baveno, Italy. 

Conference Support Awards ($1000 each) 



RESEARCH 

The objec ve of this mul -stage project was to empower health professionals with a 

prac cal tool to use when considering medical cannabis as a treatment op on.  Specifi-

cally, through several reitera ve stages, the aim was to:  

1. Compile a comprehensive list of items for considera on regarding cannabis for 

therapeu c purposes 

2. Develop a tool to assist health professionals when considering cannabis for ther-

apeu c purposes 

3. Engage in several steps of qualita ve and quan ta ve evalua ons  

4. Revise throughout to reflect evalua on response data 

This checklist is intended to be a guide to the evalua on of a pa ent for cannabis for 

therapeu c purposes by a health professional. It is intended to provide a basis for a 

thorough assessment of the pa ent, their health status, risk factors, contraindica ons 

and expecta ons, to guide specific examina on strategies, and to establish goals for 

medical cannabis use and monitoring. 

This ini a ve was a collabora on between the CCIC, the Alan Edwards Pain Manage-

ment Unit, McGill University Health Center Research Ins tute and the Office of Con n-

uing Professional Development, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University.  

Development of a Checklist for Clinicians Considering  
Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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Source Amount Percent 

Grants and  
 Sponsorship $144,176.00 50% 

Mee ng  
 Registra ons $60,095.00 21% 

Clinical Research  
 Services $44,852.00 16% 

Educa on Program 
 Services $35,079.00 12% 

Interest $1,319.00 0% 

Total $285,521    
Source Amount Percent 

Administra on $209,016  62% 

Outreach and   
Marke ng  $34,971  10% 

Educa onal  
 Programs $81,072  24% 

Other, Misc $10,712  3% 

Total $335,771    

Revenue 

Expenditures 



PARTNERS & COLLABORATORS IN 2014 



OFFICE & STAFF 

Throughout 2014, the CCIC worked with numerous organiza ons; we would like to 

thank the following for their contribu ons to our ongoing success: 

3777 Cote-des-Neiges, Suite 208, 

Montreal, Qc, H3H 1V8, Canada 

1-514-934-1934 x. 44362 

1-514-934-8491 (fax) 

info@ccic.net 

www.ccic.net 

Research Ins tute of the McGill University Health Centre  

University of California San Francisco Office of Con nuing Medical Educa on  

University of Toronto, Con nuing Professional Development Faculty of Med-

icine 

McGill University, Con nuing Professional Development 

Interna onal Cannabinoid Research Society  

Quebec Pain Research Network  

Carters Professional Corpora on  

Samson Belair Deloi e & Touche Inc.  

Dr. Mark A. Ware,  

Execu ve Director 

Linda Ferguson,  

Research Coordinator 

Daniel Ziemianski,  

Educa on Coordinator 

Volker Lauterbach,  
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The CCIC would like to thank the following organiza ons for their ini a ve spe-

cific support in 2014:  




